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 Since the beginning of time, dolls have held an important place in children's minds and hearts. They have represented fantasies,
memories, hopes, and dreams. They are the most versatile and the most familiar toy for anyone who has been a child. A doll

represents the first possession a child has, and in some cases, the first friend. Today there is a doll for everyone. There are the
traditional dolls made of stuffed fabric or wood. But more and more people are beginning to embrace the modern toy in all its
beauty. The familiar soft, stuffed-cotton dolls are still made, but they are now covered with exquisite costumes or electronic

gadgets. There are also dolls created with vibrant colors and textures that project a hint of the reality found in the natural world.
Dolls today come in all sizes and shapes, from the very realistic to the supernatural. There are dolls that are small enough to be
carried in a baby's hand and dolls that come complete with a household that reflects the lives of contemporary families. Dolls
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today include a variety of styles that add to the playtime possibilities. There are many different purposes behind the use of dolls,
from role-playing, to therapy, to play, to art, to conversation. There are also many uses for dolls that are intended solely for the

entertainment and amusement of children. We use dolls in our homes and often have several. They are a great way to teach
children the value of things, the benefits of hard work, and the evils of wickedness. Even if a doll is not meant for such a role, it

can still have an important influence on the child. • • • Sometimes when we think of toys, we think of the playthings we had
when we were kids. In our memories, toys were just that—toys. They were objects used to play with. We did not question their
purpose or use. We played with them, we used them, and we then put them away. These were our toys. But what about toys used

for other purposes? Does the word toy ever refer to a weapon, a pen, a glove, or a cape? Can the word toy ever be used for an
item that is solely used for play? Of course, the word toy is used for these things in everyday speech. Toy is the word used to
refer to such items as a toy gun, toy music box, toy shovel, toy rocket ship, or toy house. This book is about toys. We will be

discussing toys 82157476af
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